STORT BOAT CLUB


Minutes of the General Meeting, held at the New Inn Roydon on 29th October 2007 at 8.00pm     
           Present:               

           Committee:       Commodore - Bob Dunkley            Sue Barrett - Cruising Coordinator       

                         Secretary - Sue Higgs                      Colin Porter - Treasurer       

                         Robbie Barrett                                 Andy Higgs
                         Graham Riley – News Editor 

Members:         As per List
             Apologies:        John & Helen Smith, Andy Higgs, Maggie & Graham Smith, Ron Hodgson, Banny & Sue Banyard.      

         1.        MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
          Minutes of the previous meeting held on 26th February 2007 were accepted. Proposed: Sue
          Dunkley, seconded: Roy Bowman.
2.       MATTERS ARISING
There was nothing to report about the drop in river levels between Roydon and Hunsdon Locks.
        3.         COMMODORE’S REPORT FROM BW    
         R.Lee:

         Hertford Lock: paddle gear new cogs should be fitted by mid November.
         Stansted Lock stoppage should rectify the problem with the gates.
        Mooring rings have appeared above Stanstead Abbotts Road Bridge. The towpath telegraph says they are for permit holder’s long term moorings, but there is no conformation.

                     There appears to be a lot of live- a- boards on the Amwell moorings. The club will contact Andy  Beale about this.

                     Dobbs Weir Lock lower landing stage has sharp piling protruding. BW are dealing with this.  It appears that the sewage works on the Lower Lee over flows when there is heavy rain, this is due to old sewers and illegal discharge by new buildings. This will have to be cleaned up, especially by the  time of Olympics.
                     R.Stort:

                     Hunsdon and Brick Lock have imminent stoppages arranged to repair culverts.

                     Twyford and Southmill Lock landing stages to be installed.

                     Pennywort at Sawridgeworth to be removed.

                     Three of BW’s workmen are to form a team to find and fix problems on the river, before they are  reported.

        4.        TREASURERS REPORT
                    The treasurer reported that there was £987.14 in the bank and the club had 101 paid up members. At    the same time last year the club had £750 in the bank and 100 paid up members. The treasurer also 
 reported that there was a possibility of the club buying a pump, to pump water and muck out of  boat      diesel tanks.
   5.        SECRETARY’S REPORT
       The secretary reported on a letter she had sent to Jon Guest about paddle gear at Hertford  Lock and had received no reply.  The work is going to be carried out soon.
   6.         CRUISING CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT
Sue Barrett thanked all our members for attending the events planned throughout 2007. She also went through events left before Christmas including:

-  Rammy Marsh AWCC Social on 17th November.

-  Christmas Dinner at the Salisbury Arms Hertford, cheques and forms to Sue by 24th Nov.

-  New Years Eve gathering, contact Sue, £10 per couple, bring food etc.

She also asked members to petition BW against Moorings Tender Trial.

Sue showed old photos of  River Lee , Stort and Limehouse Basin.

She also went through the new events list for 2008  all member will receive a copy.

Bob Dunkley mentioned the possibility of a club trip to the London Eco Park for anyone who was interested. Sue was to find out more details.

 Sawbridgeworth Canoe Club have a race on 4.11.07

        7.        BW USER GROUP 
  Robbie Barrett gave details of the User Group Meeting held on 16 May, a brief summery is listed   below. A full report is available on request.

  - New residential moorings at Grand Union Village are now open and places are available.
  - Rammey  Lock Bridge repairs are now completed.

  - River Stort towpath improvements are continuing,

  - Spot dredging had been carried out on the River Stort in Sawbridgeworth.

  - Olympics 2012 – Staff from BW have had a meeting with the Police and various Olympic bodies      to discuss river and towpath security whilst the Olympics are on.
 - Bishops Stortford vegetation management has been carried out, with new rings being inserted on the    towpath.

- A Defra led working group is currently looking at resolving the sewage pollution issues arising on    both the river Thames and the river Lea.

- Towpath improvements, Waltham Town Lock, will start in November. 
  8.        NEWSLETTER

 Graham Riley had just sent the current newsletter to members who were on email, and had copies for  non email members present. He said that he would be producing three newsletters a year and these  would be in January, May and October. 
  9.      AWCC REPORT
 Bob Dunkley said that there was no report as he was unable to attend and asked if there were 
 any members who would like to be the AWCC rep for the club.
          11.    AOB
        - The owner of Abbotts Boat Shop, Stanstead Abbotts, says his prices are low. He is selling boat alarms for £9.99 while stocks last. Bob Dunkley showed the members one he had bought and explained the benefits of having one.

         -It was mentioned that live- a- boards at Stockers Lock don’t get moved on if they have a licence.

        -Two spaces for cruisers at the Moorhen Marina are up for tender under the New Tender System.
         Lisa Alderman said members could check the BW website for an explanation of how the New Tender  System works.

        -French & Jupp at Stanstead Abbotts, have applied for planning permission for a marina.

        -Lisa Alderman asked members if they had any old or new photographs of the Rivers Lea and Stort.

        -John Shacklock went through some of the IWA forthcoming events, they included two campaign  events:

         One at Hertford on 7th December, 2007 and the other at Bishop Stortford, Easter 2008 contact John for  details.

         John also asked for help manning The Human Fruit Machine at Little Venice, May 2008.

        -Cliff Butterworth mentioned that BW were seeking feedback about the increase in licence fees,   by 8.1.08       Details on their website.

        -Paul Strudwick told members that BW were looking at alternative ways of how they should be funded.

12.      D.O.M.
           AGM and Gen Mtg 25.2.08 Including Buffet 

