STORT BOAT CLUB


Minutes of the General Meeting, held at the New Inn Roydon on 26th February 2007 at 8.45pm     
           Present:               

           Committee:       Commodore - Bob Dunkley            Sue Barrett - Cruising Coordinator       

                         Secretary - Sue Higgs                      Colin Porter - Treasurer       

                         Robbie Barrett                                 Andy Higgs
                         Graham Riley – News Editor 
Members:         As per AGM 

              Apologies:        As per AGM      

         1.        MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
          Minutes of the previous meeting held on 30tht October 2006 were accepted. Proposed: Robbie 

          Barrett, seconded: Di Warner.
2.       MATTERS ARISING
It was suggested that the club monitor river levels between Roydon and Hunsdon locks.  BW leave paddles open over night if they think the river is going to flood; this has caused boats to tip until water levels come up again.
Bob also mentioned if members (new & old) were dissatisfied with any aspects of the club, then please let the committee know, and they will try to put it right.

        3.         COMMODORE’S REPORT FROM BW
         R.Lee:

         Hertford Lock: paddle gear awaiting new cogs to be made and fitted. Should be next month.

         Ware: BW guide shows a water point at Tumbling Bay, but is appears not to be in an obvious

         position.   
                         Stanstead Lock: top gates, balance beam, to be remade cranked, to enable boaters to be able to push
                     from lockside.

                     Fields Weir: sanitary station reported by boater to be leaking above ground, advised has been 

                     reported to BW.
                     R. Stort.

                    Brick Lock: bottom port paddle culvert grid fitted to stop rubbish, still blocked, possibly small culvert

                    collapsed. Unlikely to be attended to before 2008.

                    Hunsdon Lock: top port paddle culvert collapsed, possible 2 day stoppage in November to repair. 

                    Mill Stream weir to be raised and top starboard gate loose joints repaired. Gate was possibly 
                    damaged by slamming shut.

                    Sheering Mill Lock: still requires a proper landing stage above.

                    Bishops Stortford Visitor mooring has been tidied up.

                    BW are concerned with the danger of Carbon Monoxide in boats, alarms are available for about £30.

        4.        TREASURERS REPORT
                    The treasurer’s report was the same as at the AGM                     

   5.        SECRETARY’S REPORT
       The secretary reported on various leaflets including the Basingstoke Canal Rally.
6. BOAT WATCH

Mick Clarke talked about a new scheme Called Boat Watch that had been set up at Stanstead Lock.
He said it was like Neighbourhood Watch but for boats. Police checked the area around Stanstead Lock and leased with the coordinators, they provided leaflets on boat security and marker pens for valuables.
It was suggested that boaters on moorings should contact the police in their area about the scheme.

It was also suggested that if SBC was to join as a club they would have access to what was happening on the river. The committee are to consider this.
   7.         CRUISING CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT
Sue Barrett thanked all our members for attending the events planned throughout 2006. She also said Christmas Dinner at the Salisbury Arms was such a great success that she has booked it again for this year.

Sue went through the programme for this year, a copy of which should have been sent to every member; if you haven’t received one please let Sue know.
Members were also asked if they could think of somewhere to eat on the Saturday night of the Open House Weekend in September.
        8.        AWCC

  Visit to Cornwall by coach 16th – 20 April 2007.
  Autumn Social at Rammey Marsh CC, 17th November 2007. Please note in events list. Further

  details later.

  Boat Gathering at Willow Tree Field, Paddington Arm, 26th May 2007

  Boat Safety Scheme to be self financing and cost £12. from April 2007

  Broxbourne C.C. may be asking for loans at 8% to finance new premises on R. Lee.

  A hazard has been noticed below Rammey Marsh Lock, of floating plastic posts used by contractors,

  that are being thrown in river by yobs.

  Concern with boats catching fire, report from AWCC Technical Officer available.

  Check smoke alarms after boat has been left unattended over winter, when alarm battery warning will

  not have been heard.

  Also fit Carbon Monoxide detector. 

    9.       NEWSLETTER

Graham Riley said the latest newsletter was just out and gave out copies to those who were not on email.

Please make sure that Graham has your email address.

Graham would appreciate all contributions large or small to go in the newsletter.

Due to cruising commitments Graham will only be able to produce 4 news letters a year. 
10.    AOB

-Carbon detectors last about 5years- they work – members should think about getting one.

-Members should check club website to see what’s on.

-Paul Strudwick has engine silencer for sale.

-Bob Dunkley has a microwave for sale.

-Hertford Elson point is now open again.

-There are plans to build a new bridge over the river at Bishop Stortford.

-Red diesel is 60p at Hallingbury Marina until it’s all gone.

-10 Downing Street Website- there is a petition about Red Diesel; members were asked to sign up.
11.     DOM

 12.5.07 at the BBQ at Great Amwell.
