STORT BOAT CLUB

Minutes of the General Meeting, held at the New Inn Roydon on 25th February 2008 following

the AGM.     
           Present:               

           Committee:       Commodore - Bob Dunkley            Sue Barrett - Cruising Coordinator       

                         Secretary - Sue Higgs                      Colin Porter - Treasurer       

                         Robbie Barrett                                 Andy Higgs
                         Graham Riley – News Editor 
Members:         As per AGM
              Apologies:        As per AGM 

         1.          MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
          Minutes of the previous meeting held on 29th October 2008 were accepted. Proposed: Helen 

          Mullineux seconded: Robbie Barrett.
2.       MATTERS ARISING
The sewage problem on the River Thames and the River Lee has been highlighted by Defra.
        3.          COMMODORE’S REPORT FROM BW
         R.Lee
                        -The new operations manager for the Lee and Stort is Jamie France and is based at Paddington: 

                      Tel: 02079857200
        - Hertford Lock: Top left hand paddle gear still not repaired, awaiting completion of new cog   

          manufacture.
        - Hertford visitor mooring bank is collapsing.
        - Dobbs Weir Lock lower landing stage piling is protruding.  

                        - Vegetation and overhanging trees have been cut back throughout.
                    - Weir clearance is in progress.  
                    - All locks and bridges are now numbered and named.
                    - Replacement of Old Ford Lock gates is in progress.

                    - Stonebridge electric lock, is closed at present, top cill leaking, and manual lock has been reported

                      as leaking hydraulic fluid, this is because it has been overfilled.
                    - Limehouse moorings have a waiting list.
                    - Three new business barges are moored above Tottenham Lock.  

                    - Slow signs are to be erected at the Stonebridge and Enfield Lock moorings.
                    - The stoppage at Waltham Common Lock for gate repairs has been cancelled due to electric cables

                       in the way.

                     R.Stort:

                    -Southmill and Twford Locks still need upper landing stages.
                    -Bishops Stortford pump out now working, failure due to mooring spike through the pipe by the  

                     stainless steel control box.

                    -Wheelie bins at Bishops Stortford have in the past been pushed into the river, the red bins that 

                    belong to BW have been secured, but other belonging to the Sports Centre have not as they can’t 

                    agree about securing them.

        4.        TREASURERS REPORT
                    The treasurer’s report is the same as the AGM.
   5.        SECRETARY’S REPORT
       The secretary reported that she still hadn’t had a reply to a second letter she had sent to Jon Guest
       about paddle gear at Hertford Lock.
       The secretary was asked to find out about BW report cards for club members.
   6.         CRUISING CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT
Sue Barrett re-capped on events for 2007 and thanked all members who attended the events.
Sue said the events for 2008 had started well with 25 members visiting the Gibberd Garden in Old Harlow. She continued to go through the current list of forthcoming events and hoped as many members as possible would attend, either by boat or by car.

Sue also said she hadn’t had a big response to the trip to the Edmonton Eco Plant, but if anyone wanted to go would they let her know. A copy of the events list has been sent to all members, but if anyone would like another copy or needs any information please contact Sue.
        7.        BW USER GROUP 
  Robbie Barrett gave details of the User Group Meeting held in November 2007, a brief summery
                   is listed  below. A full report is available on request.

  - BW confirmed Pennywort on the Stort would be cut and treated in April 2008.
  - BW has a vegetation pledge which involves cutting trees at bridges and lock approaches.

    In 2008/09 the priority is to continue the pledge.
  - BW will try to remove trees that are less than 1.5m high and 15cm diameter, but there are no long 

    term plans to remove all trees from the waters edge.  They have identified 600 trees in the London

    area to be removed, but no time scale has been given.
  - Towpath improvements valued at £650k are being undertaken by BW from Waltham Abbey 

    to Broxbourne to improve the Lea Valley Walk and help reduce conflict between users.

- Waterscape.com has recently been re-launched, after major work to make it user friendly. There

  will be on-going improvements as part of the data update.  

- 2008/09 Lock stoppages: Sheering Mill and Lower Lock gates are in poor repair so have been 

                      scheduled for refurbishment.
  8.        NEWSLETTER

 Graham Riley said that he would be producing three newsletters a year and these would be in January,
 May and October. All contributions either written or in picture form would be welcome.
  9.      AWCC REPORT
 A copy of the Oct report is available from the secretary on request.
 The AWCC Spring Social is on 31.5.08 on a Thames barge sailing from Maldon, and costs £45
 inc. food.
 For further details please contact Trevor Gillam on 0208 866 9581

 Terry Stembridge (SBC) said that SBC members could now moor outside Spring Lee CC 
 please contact Terry for more details.

          11.    AOB
-Club members are advised to leave their cars in a safe place when parking by the river as there have

  been several problems recently.
        -Mike Clark reported that stolen boats are being found and members could obtain information on

          Stolenboat.org.uk or www.essex.police.uk/maritimewatch
        -Bob Dunkley told members about the pump the club had purchased to remove water from diesel

         tanks, anyone wanting to use it please contact Bob.
        -Lisa Alderman has pump out cards if members want them.

        -Broxbourne CC have moorings available.

        -Bishops Stortford has a canoe regatta on 30.3.08 

        -Diane Warner suggested that the club could spend funds on central bollards in locks up the Stort.

         Members were asked to note any locks they think need them.
        -Banny Banyard has information on a course about How to Cruise the Tidal Thames if anyone is 
         interested please contact Banny. 
        -Mike Clarke said that there would be a Fire Safety talk at Lee & Stort CC.  he would advise the 
         club when.
        -And finally Our Commodore is 70 on 18.3.08   HAPPY BIRTHDAY BOB
12.       D.O.M.
            Gen Mtg 27.10.08
