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Your club needs
2 u’s
Please read the Commodore’s Signal, especially
the last paragraph.
Think about it for 24 hours and then e-mail or
phone him.
You will receive a warm welcome for the good
news you are bringing him.
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Commodore’s Summer Signal
Dear Members,
Despite the ongoing COVID
frustrations, Celia and I have been
enjoying some short cruises on The
Stort and especially so in this lovely
weather. It's also been good to see Tintagel , Alfi K
and Tara Rose on the move too. I hope members in
other locations have been able to enjoy their boats
more since my last signal and are looking forward to
reading this edition of The Stort Reporter.
My thanks to Bob Langley for producing this and to
all those members who have contributed material to
what is a very interesting read. Let's wish Bob and
Bunty happy boating in their location near
Abingdon and hope to see them both at future
functions. (ed: you will)
All eyes are now on 19th July for restrictions to be
completely lifted, but who knows if the data will
push that date further back? However I hope we can
resume our club lunches as a group after that date
and have a face to face AGM hopefully in
September.
I was particularly pleased to see Crick boat show is
taking place in August and we have already bought
our tickets in anticipation of another great day out.
Mike Moore is also busy with preparations for
Cavalcade and again we have booked up for 2022
and looking forward to that too.

Stort Reporter

July 2021

So all in all it’s good to see events coming back into
the boating calendar in anticipation of getting back
to normal.
In closing may I take this opportunity to remind
members we are still in need of a treasurer &
secretary, so again if anyone is interested please
contact me and I will explain what is required.
These are not time taking or onerous roles, but if
members wish to protect the future of the club, we
do need to fill them.
Best wishes & stay safe everyone.
Yours sincerely,
George Cutting
Commodore.
Martin Fidler
Martin having stayed as treasurer longer than he really
wished, has now closed the ledgers.and stepped down
from this position.They are
waiting to be opened by a new
treasurer.
The following from our
Commodore I am sure will be
echoed by all SBC members.
“ My thanks to Martin Fidler for his services to the club
as treasurer in recent years. He did a great job of
managing our financial situation and his dedication and
willingness to help will be missed".
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BLOC

place as to making it
available on line so as to
make it easier for all to
access.

if you are looking for a
pair of sunglasses, have
a look at Bloc. They have
an extensive range at
reasonable prices.

London Region Clubs.
Broxbourne Cruising Club
R Lea
Byfleet Boat Club
R Wey
Hillingdon Canal Club
Grand Union
Lee & Stort Cruising Club
R Lea
New Stort Boat Club
No clubhouse
Rammey Marsh Cruising
Club
R Lea
Spring Lea Cruising Club
R Lea
St Pancras Cruising Club
Regent’s Canal
Stort Boat Club
No clulbhouse
Uxbridge Cruising Club
No clubhouse
West London Motor
Cruising Club
Paddington Arm GU

At the moment they offer
a hard zip case and free
postage. Bunty has just
bought a pair which came
within 3 days.
A polarised lens is better
vision.
https://
www.bloceyewear.com/
Association of
Waterways Cruising
Clubs. (AWCC)
Nationwide there are
about 100 clubs who are
members, which means
all members of these
clubs belong at no cost
individually.
Split into regions the
Stort Boat Club is in the
London Region, but do
you know the other clubs
in this region?
A printed handbook is
available for purchase,
listing all 100 clubs.
Discussions are currently

Chairman Trevor Gillam
WLMCC
Secretary Heather Ariss
UCC
Treasurer Bob Langley
5

Stort Reporter

July 2021

Cruising
At least we can cruise at the moment in our own
‘bubbles’, and hopefully from the middle of July, with
little or no restrictions.I’m sorry to remind you that the
longest day has past and we will have a little less
daylight each day, so keep your boat moving.Below is a
C&RT link of places you might like to visit.
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/places-tovisit?bounds=50.064192%2C4.424744%2C55.50375%2C1.700134&tags=489&radiu
s=20#
Do you have a favourite cruising area or mooring spot,
and even a ‘watering hole’? Please let the editor know,
and with pictures if possible.
Any other items would also be welcome.

Waterway Wonders
Bingley 5 Rise, Burnley Embankment, Falkirk Wheel,
Caen Hill; these are only a few of the marvels of our
inland waterways. Some you will have visited in your
boat, but there is another way.
Railtrail, a small company based in Leek, Staffordshire,
run many 5 day holidays by rail, taking in preserved
lines, but also running heritage trips which include many
of the waterways attractions.
Tickets are sent to you for your
local station, and you can choose
whether to travel 1st or 2nd class,.
with a reduced price if you wish
to join at the hotel where a
particular holiday is based.
Ironbridge

Most holidays are inclusive of tickets, all trips,and hotel
accommodation, including breakfast and dinner. There
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are no hidden costs. A group will rarely exceed 30
persons and includes a courier who is always present.
Sometimes a
coach may
be used for
part of a day
but again,
included in
the cost.
Canals, steam & historic Chester

Wales

Have a look at their brochure.
www.railtrail.co.uk

Summer 2021
With a new Health minister making positive statements
about restrictions being lifted from July 19th this will
mean you can once again invite friends on some of your
cruises.
In this and recent Stort Reporters we have read of
interesting cruises and places visited from a few years
back.
Please send the editor some of this year’s Summer
adventures!!
Bob once again thanks all who have sent in articles and
looks forward to receiving more for the October issue.
Please send by September 20th.
May the sun shine for us all.
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Lechlade
Having reached Oxford either by the R Thames or the
Oxford Canal, where do you go next?
One way is to meander the peaceful R Thames some 35
miles or so to Lechlade.
The low Osney bridge shortly before the sweeping curve
of Christchurch Meadow means that many of the larger
boats have to turn and go back downstream.
Just beyond Godstow Lock and the Trout Inn is a narrow
arched bridge set at an awkward angle across the river.
No more electric locks, but the gates move very easily.
Use the long aluminium pole to open/close the opposite
gate.
Immediately after Eynsham lock there
are
some moorings just before
Swinford Bridge. It is well worth the mile
long walk to visit Eynsham. Swinford is
one of only two toll bridges across the
non tidal Thames (the other is
Whitchurch Bridge).
At St John’s, the last lock before
Lechlade, is a statue of a reclining
‘Old Father Thames’.
Plenty of moorings on left before
Ha’penny Bridge. Grade 2 Built 1792
Lechlade is a charming village with a
variety of interesting shops.
•
•

Two things you might like to do.

Take the bus (stop by the church) for a 40 minute ride
to Cirencester. Well worth a visit.
A circular walk from your mooring (Wiltshire) over the
bridge into Lechlade (now Gloucestershire) and take
the path beside the chuch which goes to St John’s
Lock (as you reach the road bridge you are in
Oxfordshire). Cross over the bridge and walk back
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across the meadow to your boat
Before
turning
and
heading
back
downstream, continue under Ha’penny
bridge for half mile to arrive at the Round
House Inglesham. This is also the junction of
the being restored Thames & Severn Canal.
The right of navigation continues to
Cricklade, but overhanging trees and water
depth precludes all but the smallest craft.
Gloucester & Sharpness Canal. C&RT Stoppage
notice.
Location: Rea Bridge and Sellars Bridge - Restricted
Opening
Starts At: Bridge 18, Rea Swing Bridge
Ends At: Bridge 17, Sellars Swing Bridge
Tuesday 1 June 2021 18:00 until further notice
Please be advised that Rea Bridge and Sellars Bridge
are closed after 10am due to the heat.
Any vessels under 2.3m can still pass through like
normal, however any craft over 2.3m will need to pass
through these structures before 10am when the weather
is cooler.
We envisage this being in place until the weather cools
down.
In the meantime, we apologise for any inconvenience &
invite customers to contact the Customer Service Team
on 03030 404040 or at
enquiries.walessouthwest@canalrivertrust.org.uk
Editor

Please note this is not dated April 1st
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Electrify your narrowboat?
Have you ever thought of converting from your Diesel
engine? Think of it: just the gentle lapping of water
against the hull and the noises you can now hear are
birdsong.
However you have three choices to consider:An electric motor to drive the prop shaft, power comes
from a large bank of batteries. Range within 20 miles
approximately and then you need to either find a
charging point or have a generator.
Your usual boat engine plus an electric motor, either of
which will drive the shaft. The engine may cut in
automatically when the batteries get low. When engine
is running the battery bank will be charged. Range
unlimited.
An electric motor only drives the shaft. Batteries are
charged by a small constant revolution generator which
is only used when necessary. Range unlimited.
This last option seems to be the one most considered.
Conversion can be reasonably expensive as it includes
control panel and other electronics but you may feel
quiet cruising is worth it.
If you or someone you know has electric propulsion,
drop an e mail to the editor.

Crick
All being well, the postponed Crick Boat Show will take
place on the 20th-22nd August 2021. Advance tickets save
20% plus an extra 10% for Waterways World
subscribers.
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To cruise where others fear to go appears to be the mo�o of
Stort Boat Club members. Memories from 2004 are s�ll alive.
Read on.

The Wash
Mimi & Richard
he day arrived and we were down to 8 boats, 20 crew, 9
dogs and 3 cats.
The Wash is a rectangular bay and estuary at the north-west
corner of East Anglia on the East coast of England, where
Norfolk meets Lincolnshire, and both border the North Sea.
it is fed by the rivers Witham, Welland, Nene and Great
Ouse. Much of the Wash itself is very shallow, with several
large sandbanks,which are exposed at low �de.For this
reason, naviga�on in the Wash can be hazardous

T

The group took a lot of advice, some went on a big cruiser
across the Wash to try the trip out which terrified my friend,
Margaret. Richard was on the a� with Tony.
They arranged pilots and safety
boats which were far from
cheap but wanted everybody
to be safe and enjoy the
crossing.
The boats all decided to meet
at Peterborough. First stop was 'Doug in a Doublet' lock on
to the �dal River Nene, then down to Wisbeach. Here we
would wait un�l we had a 'window' of sufficiently good
weather to enable us to make the crossing. We aimed for
themiddle of June as there were two �des that week. You
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have to sit out a �de change in the wash on Roger Sand. The
complete trip would take in the region of 10 hours
The first 6 enter the lock and Chesterton and Fair Fa would
on the next locking. (Oh No they didn't !) Off we all went
towards Wisbeach, fully expec�ng them to follow soon a�er.
A�er about 1/2 an hour wai�ng in Wisbech we became
concerned. Came the radio call "Chesterton to Huffler, the
lock has jammed, we have to wait un�l it is repaired, may not
make it.". However, all was well, they got the lock working
and came on the late evening �de.
It is quite a boring ride down to
Wisbeach where we all moored
up and waited............
and waited........... Eventually
we all thought it was going to
be a NO GO. That evening we
all went for an Indian meal
before we expected to depart,
possibly the next day. We slowly sauntered back to the
pontoon, feeling a bit disappointed. The pontoon was
heaving with people shou�ng “we're going in the morning”
and so we were. A�er all the bad weather there was a 9hour window just where we wanted it. Both Richard and I
managed to get in another
day’s leave.
Here we are, late evening and
a briefing from the Pilot. A
phone call to Brian, Arcadia,
who maintained he could not
12
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make it, saw him arrive at 5.30am the next morning. just in
�me for the final 6am briefing. Just before 7am all the boats
slipped out of Wisbeach and headed off towards the sea and
Boston (UK not America, although it did feel like it at several
points)
Next issue. The Crossing.

Roving Boat Traders

trading licences(from C&RT)
as well as alcohol or food
hygiene cer�ficates where
applicable.
Targeted traders were on
parts of the Grand Union,
K&A and Leeds & Liverpool
Canal.

Boat traders may be found
at many boat events,
including the Ware fes�val.
Some have now been
threatened with a £1000.00
fine by some local council
officials unless they apply in
advance for a street trading
licence. The local
authori�es quote the
Highways Act 1980 which
says:- “any road, footway,
beach, service area…to
which the public have
access without payment”.
This makes a towpath, a
street. (Would this be to get
more council money?).
A group have now joined
forces to raise money to
obtain a ‘legal ruling’. All
the traders had appropriate

More Toilet problems
In 2017 C&RT said that solid
waste from separator/
compos�ng toilets may be
bagged and placed in waste
bins.
Now they have banned this
prac�ce, although will not
enforce this change un�l
the end of this year.
A full ar�cle of ques�ons
put to Ma�hew Symonds
(C&RT Na�onal Boa�ng
Manager), may be found in
the June Waterways World.
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Thames EA Moorings
For some while EA’s Thames mooring sites have been
administered by a car park company!! A major irrita�on of
boaters’ was the fact of having to phone or text in every �me
you arrived, even for the free 24hours. If you didn’t, as some
boaters discovered, you received a fine of £150.00.
From April this year, this is now not necessary. Below is an
extract from their le�er.
Please note that exis�ng arrangements for short stay
moorings at our locks, which are managed by lock and weir
keepers, remain the same.
The main change is that we have decided to remove the
requirement of boats to register on arrival at any of our sites
when only staying for the free 24 hrs..
To stay for up to 2 addi�onal days for a fee of just £5.50 per
day, payments must be made in advance. By far the easiest
way to do this will be via DE’s dedicated moorings website:
www.where2moor.co.uk.
Payments can also be made by phone if it is not possible to
access the website for any reason – the number to call is
given on the on-site signage. Cash payment is not possible.
No return will be permi�ed within 24 hours.

Thames Water Points
All large bore hoses have been removed. You now need to
connect your hose to a standard Hozelock® fi�ng. The flow
of water is slow and there is only one tap. Hope you have
plenty of �me if the boat in front is filling a large tank!!
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C&RT general terms and conditions
At long last C&RT have published all 26 pages of the
above document.
Most of it is straightforward and reasonable.
Mooring length of stay applies equally to all categories
of licences, 14 days unless a shorter time is stated.
It also states that continuous cruisers moving from A to
B must then move on to C and not back track.
It will be very interesting to see how this will apply to the
many non moving moorers in London and around Bath
on the K&A.
The document clearly states that staying in one place
because of work or education is not a valid reason for
overstaying.
The new Rules became effective on June 1st.

River Lea Water Strategy

In the last issue it was stated that the above was being
implemented from March 2021.
C&RT have now backtracked and have issued the
following statement:“ In April we published proposals for Water Safety
Zones (WSZ) on the Lee. We are now focussing on
carrying out further engagement with stakeholders on
the Lee before we agree a way forward for the WSZ pilot
and will conclude this before we publish further
proposals to manage boats on London’s busy
waterways. A further discussion of options for managing
London’s busy waterways will be published in autumn
2021, with the aim of starting a formal consultation
before the end of the year. This will avoid carrying out a
big consultation during the summer months, when
many people would prefer to be out enjoying the
waterways.”
Their original document dated December 2020 clearly
15

Stort Reporter

July 2021

stated that it would be implemented from March 2021 for
a trial period of 12 months.
A zoom meeting, as under, was due to have taken place
on June 7th. This also has been postponed by C&RT
Presented by Matthew Symonds, National Boating
Manager (Leisure Boating), Canal & River Trust (C&RT)
Topic: Results of the engagement exercise have been
put together and we will hear what proposals the Trust
has come up with. There will be an opportunity to ask
questions and give comments (in addition to the formal
consultation exercise that will run through the summer)
and Matthew will be outlining the main points for
discussion. Once again we hope a wide range of
people will join in this evening to contribute views on
this important subject, all of which will be passed on to
C&RT.
Canal & River Trust has now postponed this meeting on
‘Managing Boats on London’s Busy Waterways’ until the
autumn. This webinar will now take place later in the
year. The explanatory statement from the Trust is below:
“Since we completed the initial engagement in
January 2021, we have undertaken further work with key
stakeholders. Our Navigation Advisory Group, mooring
sub-group and elected boater reps on the Trust’s
Council have helped us explore broad options for how
the busy London waterways could be managed.
In February/March we commissioned and facilitated
engagement with liveaboard boaters on the London
waterways to better understand their reasons for living
afloat, and their day-to-day experiences on the water.
libby,bradshaw@wayerways.org.uk
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Hammersmith Bridge
Update.

it. Going in, it was like an
Aladdin’s Cave.

For over a month now
passage has been
possible throughout the
week and not just on
Sundays, subject to
booking 72 hours in
advance.

Which Country?
In the Summer RYA
magazine there is a figure
of 56,453 miles.
This is the longest length
of coastline, of which
country?
Answer bottom of page
19

Note, passengers may
not be carried. (make
them all crew)
A number of boats
booking together count
as a club cruise and
appear to be accepted
without any problems.

Silver Propeller Award
Are you, or have you ever
taken part in this
challenge?
With five more locations
having just been added,
this makes a total of 62.
Don’t give up before you
start, to qualify for the
award you only need to
visit 20 by boat.

Arthur Beale
Many will be unaware
that in the heart of
London’s Shaftesbury
Avenue, there has been a
ship’s chandler for the
past 150years.
Sadly due to Covid
restrictions and high
London rents it finally
closed at the end of June.
The bright side is that it
will continue as a mail
order company on line.
www.arthurbeale.co.uk
I remember many years
ago, accidentally finding

Shakespeare Marina
A new 250 berth marina
is due to open this
Autumn on the R Avon. A
15 minute walk will bring
you to Stratford’s new
high street.
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One Way Trip
10.30 am on a Tuesday morning in May saw Oasis slip her
mooring at Stanstead Abbotts for the last time, on her way to
Benson, near Abingdon in Oxfordshire. After cruising for 41
years from SA we wanted to make boating easier.(we are a
year older than last year).
Every lock on the Lee needed filling, Ponders End being the
exception, the gates of the mechanical lock were open so
we went in. (the electric lock was empty)..
Four passers by of mixed cultures willingly put their backs to
the beam at Waltham Town Lock as so much water was
gushing from the lower gates. On to Rammey Marsh where

Oasis at a Ware Festival

we called C&RT due to a damaged key slot for the electric
bottom gates. (only 30 minute wait).
We moored at Picketts Lock instead of Spring Lea where we
had arranged to meet their Commodore, Martin.
Through East London (getting help from passers by for
unco-operative gates) and through little Venice. Just around
18
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the corner the heavens opened, so we stopped under a
bridge to put the canopy up.Trying to put a rope on the
towpath railing the boat moved from the bank, leaving Bob
hanging on a rope outside the boat.Before Bunty could get
the boat 6ft to the bank he had to let go and fall in (or more
correctly, dropped in). Passers by quickly pulled him out.This
spoilt 62 years of boating without falling in. After a hot wash
in our mini shower we continued to and moored at Kensal
Rise instead of West London Motor Cruising Club (an AWCC
club) at Alperton as intended.
On to Hanwell the next day. Guess what? All locks against
us until over halfway down we met a boat coming up. We
stopped overnight at the bottom of the flight instead of
Brentford Basin.
Less than 15mins later than the time booked we entered the
Thames on Friday morning to take the tide to Teddington.
I havn’t mentioned the weather. Some icy mornings, high
winds, sunshine, but we missed most of the rain. Very few
boats moving until above Reading. As you know the locks to
Oxford are electric operated. Just as well, as over 50% had
‘self-service boards displayed.
We will still be able to keep in touch with the canals, either
downstream for the K&A or upstream for the South Oxford
Canal.
Locally, we shall still be
active in our Lee clubs,
not forgetting the Ware
Festival in 2022.
Bunty/Bob Langley

Abingdon late May holiday
Canada
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Something
to look
forward to

Crick

August
20-22

Boat
Show
Midday lunches
To restart
soon

Southampton
Boat
Show
September
10th-19th
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