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Another Glorious Day at Crick 
 
Travelling through the country lanes to 
Crick on Saturday 25 May was a pleasure 
and allowed Robbie and I to more or less 
'sail' straight onto the site although once 
there it was a very slow ride.   We only 
just managed to park up in the first field 
and that was at 9.50am in good time for 
the 10am opening.    We had bought out 
tickets in advance so once the queue of 
people started to move we were in the 
nearest marque in next to no time!  
 

There's always so much to see at this 
Show and on walking around the site we 
did manage to find our Treasurer Martin 
and Hazel and later our Commodore 
George, Celia, Graham and Maggie as you 
can see from my photos. 
 
No major purchases but what we did buy 
will be useful, sunglasses and new sun 
hats for both of us to name but a few and 
to top it off, the weather behaved itself 
too! 
 
Sue  
Editor. 
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WATERWAYS  NEWS, 
inc the Lee and Stort 
 

Pontoons Refused in Limehouse 

Basin 

 
BWML's planning application to install 

extra mooring pontoons in Limehouse 

Basin Marina has been refused. 

 

The application had been strenuously 

objected to by the IWA and the Cruising 

Association.  Both organisations were 

concerned that it deprived the Basin of 

clear water space that would be needed 

in an emergency.   Limehouse Basin is 

the only safe haven, off the tidal 

Thames which is accessible over much 

of the tidal range.  Objectors said it was 

one of the few places a fleet of craft 

could muster in any quantity if there 

was an emergency. 

 

BWML has accepted the findings and 

will not attempt to overturn the 

decision. 

 

There were over 150 objections to this 

application.  

 

 
 
 
 

 

2019 IWA Cavalcade 
 
It was Cavalcade's 37th annual event this 
year attracting over 150 boats to the 
Festival.   The Lord Mayor of Westminster, 
Cllr Lindsey Hall welcomed everyone to 
the City of Westminster.  The Festival 
theme for 2019 was "celebrating our 
volunteers".   
 
Sunday evening saw Craig Haslam as 
Master of Ceremonies for the procession 
of illuminated boats.  
 
Next year's event will be held from 2 - 4 
May. 
 
 

NEW IWA VISION FOR LONDON 
 
A report entitled "Vision for London" has 
been launched by the IWA concerning the 
problems on London's waterways. 
 
The IWA outlines how Local Authorities 
must be involved with the issues of living 
aboard and overcrowded waterways.  A 
number of sites for permanent moorings 
have been identified along with a new 
model for affordable community 
moorings, owned and run by boaters 
themselves.  These would be sited in 
disused basins or derelict canal side sites. 
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It is clear the number of bookable visitor 
moorings needs to be increased and that 
more towpath rangers are employed with 
increased powers to stop overstaying and 
limiting moorings to two-abreast.   An 
increase in boaters' facilities also needs to 
be addressed possibly funded by a 
charging zone on the most crowded 
sections. 
 
It has also been suggested that London's 
canals locks are restored to dual 
operation to cope with the increase in 
traffic. 
 
Water quality, fire safety, towpath 
conflicts, unpowered boats, invasive 
species, freight and heritage also need to 
be addressed. 
 
Go to "waterways.org.uk" to view a copy 
of "Vision for London".   
 
Comments can be sent by email to 
"londonvision@waterways.org.uk". 
 
 

New rules for Thames Boats 
 
Travelling on the Thames in London is one 
of those timeless experiences and the 
enduring attraction remains unchanged.   
 
However, much of the heritage is at risk if 
new safety rules for older Thames 
Passenger craft take place.  Plans would 
require boats to be effectively rebuilt and 
could lead to up to 20 being scrapped and 
their skippers and crews put out of work 
let alone what it would do to the tourism 
industry. This would include the historic 
Thames sailing barges. 
 
Lord Salisbury, who organised the Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee Thames pageant in 2012 
and Lord Owen, the President of the River 
Thames Society, have written to Chris 
Grayling, the Transport Secretary asking 
him to urgently revise the Maritime and 

Coastguard Agency's plans warning they 
would "annihilate" the Thames boat 
sector. 
 
Most of London's older passenger craft 
took part in the Pageant and the job of 
leading the procession was given to the 
Connaught, which has been carrying 
travellers on the river since 1911. 
 
Between May and October 2018 50,000 
people made the journey to Hampton 
Court and Kew Gardens from Westminster 
by passenger boat.  There are 4 vessels 
that offer this service on this 150 year old 
tourist route which would have to be axed 
under the plans. 
 
The proposals have upset and angered 
many Londoners, many of whom are part 
of families who have worked on the river 
for generations. 
 
The plans, as they stand will lead to the 
closure of boatyards and other 
businesses, skilled crews sacked and the 
end of famous routes.  It will hurt tourism 
and reverse the successful efforts of the 
last quarter of a century to bring 
Londoners back to their river. 
 
 
CRT Licence changes 
 

CRT has announced changes to short-

term boat licences following the boat 

licensing consultation last year. 

 

Short-term licences will continue for 

visitors and those who have boats off 

the water but will cease its daily licence.   

However, Cruising Clubs who host 

legitimate events will still be able to 

obtain a one-day licence from CRT. 

 

 

CRT say they have listened to boaters 

and believe their new short-term licence 

structure will offer flexibility and good 

value. 
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Boater's Handbook Updated 
 
A new edition of the Boater's Handbook has 
been launched by CRT in partnership with EA.  
This version contains some new information on 
which waterways are suited to wider craft and 
which ones only support narrowboats.    
Owners of wider boats have been given 
pointers on the need to be aware of navigation 
and mooring up.   
 
The new version can be downloaded from:    
canalriverturst.org.uk 

 
the objectives outlined in their Vision & 
Values Report. 
 
 

Wild Flower Meadows 
 

CRT has created two wild flower 

meadows near Three Mills in 

Bromley by Bow.  It took four days 

to transform an area next to the 

water's edge.  A total of 3000 

plants were planted.  CRT hope 

that by planting purple loosestrife, 

red campion and ragged robin this 

will encourage the bees.  

 

 

Dredging 
 
Dredging between Enslow and 
Wolvercote on the Southern Oxford has 
been identified as one of the areas for 
dredging in 2019.  

 
 
Richmond Lock & Weir 125 years 
old 
 
Richmond Lock is to receive a £500,000 
refurbishment to keep it in pristine 
condition.  The news follows the recent 
125 birthday celebrations of the Lock and 
Weir in May 2019. The weir has three 
vertical sluice gates suspended from a 

footbridge.  Each gate weighs more than 
30 tonnes.  These 20 metre wide gates are 
raised for about two hours, each side of 
high tide, to allow vessels through. The 
gates are closed at all other times so 
vessels must navigate through Richmond 
Lock. 
 
 
Safety Campaign launched 

 
HRH Prince William has launched a new 

Drowning Prevention Strategy for the 

Tidal Thames.  Each year there are 

around 30 fatalities on the Thames so 

the PLA, Met Police, London Fire 

Brigade, RNLI, London Ambulance 

Service and Maritime Coastguard 

Agency together have produced the 

"Drowning Prevention Strategy".   

 

The public should contact the 

emergency services if they see someone 

in difficulty on the river (without risking 

their own safety).  

 

The River Thames flows at twice the 

speed of an Olympic swimmer and with 

a daily tidal rise and fall of 7 metres, the 

power of the river should never be 

underestimated. 

 

(Couldn't agree more - Editor) 

 
 

Anti-slip studs on GU lock beams 
 
A new anti-slip covering of poly plastic 
anti-slip studs has been installed at 
Cowroast Lock on the Grand Union Canal.   
 
This is the first of its kind and CRT want 
feedback from boaters and CRT engineers 
before deciding how far they extend the 
trial.  
 
 
 
 
 



  

- 5 - 

 

Absorbent Mat 
 

Manvers Engineering has created an 

oil-based absorbent mat that helps to 

retain fuel and oil spills whilst 

allowing water to leak out of raised 

side walls. 

 

The base absorbs oils and fuels and 

traps it in a replaceable absorbent 

mat.  It has a cushioned, non-slip 

surface that prevents machinery 

moving from vibrations. 

 

"Plant Nappy" comes in 3 sizes  

500mm x 685mm, 1000mm x 685mm 

and 2000mm x 1,370mm.  Prices 

start at £78.92 for the smallest 

which includes one liner sheet. 

 

Contact Manvers Engineering..01226 

719444.   Website  plant-nappy.co.uk 

 
 
 
Bilgeaway Launch at Crick 
 

RCR (River Canal Rescue) has formally 

launched Bilgeaway, a new bilge pump 

filtration system first previewed at the 

2018 Crick Boat Show. 

 
Bilgeaway cleans a boat's bilge water to 

ensure fuel or oil does not reach the 

canal or river. 

 

Bilgeaway starts at £149 for the 

standard version suitable for 

narrowboats and £274.80 for larger 

boats, ie Dutch barges.  Replacement 

cartridges cost £35. 

 

River Canal Rescue: 01785 785680     

bilgeaway.com. 

 

********************************** 
 
 

 
 

CLUB MEMBERS AT THE HOUSES 
OF PARLIAMENT 
 
No less than three SBC Club Members had 
the privilege of attending the IWA 
Parliamentarian of the Year Award 
Ceremony held on the River Terrace at the 
Houses of Parliament on the 13thMay.   
Paul Strudwick and I were part of the IWA 
team and John Dodwell was also there 
representing the Montgomery Canal 
Partnership.    
 
The event was attended by 45 Members 
of Parliament, 5 members of the House of 
Lords and representatives from 30 
different waterways restoration societies.   
It was good to see so many MPs making 
the time to attend, as no doubt, they had 
another pressing matter on their minds at 
the time! 
 
The award ceremony is an annual event 
hosted by Lord German and is designed to 
not only acknowledge the work of 
Parliamentarians who show an interest in 
and actively support our waterways, but 
also to provide a forum where restoration 
societies can press their case for funding. 
 
Following an introduction by Lord 
German, presentations were made by Ros 
Kerslake OBE, Chief Executive of the 
National Heritage Lottery Fund and Mike 
Palmer of the IWA Waterways Recovery 
Group.  During the event, the IWA 
launched a new grant that offers 
organisations up to £100,000 to assist in 
funding a project or projects that promote 
 
Andrew Bridgen, MP for North West 
Leicestershire was named IWA 
Parliamentarian of the Year in recognition 
of his unwavering support and assistance 
regarding many different issues that have 
arisen on the Ashby Canal Restoration.  He 
was particularly commended for his work 
with HS2, focusing on the proposed 
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routing of the high speed rail link and 
limiting its impact on the Ashby Canal. 
 
We have viewed the terrace from the 
river in Watermist on many occasions and 
so it was nice to be able to view the river 
from the terrace for a change.  The last 
time that I visited the Houses of 
Parliament I was in the cubs, which was a 
year or two ago! 
 
Keith Alderton 
 
 
********************************** 
 
 
CLUB ASSETS 

 
If any member wishes to use the Club oil 
pump, please get in touch with Mike 
Newman. 
 
 
********************************** 
 
 

FUTURE VACANCY - EDITOR 
 
It doesn't seem possible that I took over 
from Helen Smith as Editor of the Stort 
Reporter back in 2015.  Doesn't time fly 
by! 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as 
Editor of the Newsletter, however, I 
now feel the time is right for me to step 
aside at the end of 2019 and let another 
member of the Stort Boat Club take 
over and put their own slant on the 
Stort Reporter Newsletter. 
 
I hope I am giving plenty of notice for 
you to think about taking over the role  

so, dear readers, please contact the 
Commodore or Committee at the 
earliest opportunity.  
 
Regards. 
 
Sue 
Editor 
 
 
********************************** 
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Local Lee & Stort events 2019 
 

Bishop’s Stortford Carnival & Boat Gathering 

Saturday June 15th 

Free  
guaranteed mooring from Thursday 

(optional boater’s meal Sat. ev. Charge) 

Details: George Cutting 07721 654410 

 
Ware Boat Festival 

Friday July 5th-Sunday July 7th 

booking charge 
BBQ Fri 6.30pm 

 Sat. Boat Procession/Carnival 11.30am+ 

Quiz night for Boaters, Drill Hall 7.30pm 

Bring own drinks  & nibbles 

Sun. tea/coffee and cake 
waterways.org.uk/leeandstort/pdfs/ware_boatbooking2019_print 

Details: Mike Newman 07887 540398 

 

Festival of Water at Waltham Abbey 

Saturday August 24th-Monday Aug. 26th 

Mooring by chargeable booking 
https://waterways.cloudvenue.co.uk/festivalofwater2019

 

Details: Mike Newman 07887 540398 
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EVENTS 2019 
 
Sat 15 June Bishops Stortford Carnival & Boat Gathering 

Contact George Cutting 

Wed 19 June SBC mid-week lunch at the Three Horseshoes, 

Spellbrook.  12 noon onwards. 

29-30 June Braunston Historic Boat Rally and Canal 

Festival 
5 -7 July IWA Waterways Festival, Ware 

August 24 - 26  IWA Festival of Water,  Waltham Abbey,  

River Lee. 

Wed 18 September SBC mid-week lunch 

Wed 16 October SBC mid-week lunch 

Wed 20 November SBC mid-week lunch 

Wed 18 December SBC mid-week lunch 
Dates correct at time of going to press. 
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mike.newman2@btinternet.com 

Committee 
Maggie Smith 

maggieandgraham@gmail.com Committee  
Graham Smith 

maggieandgraham@gmail.com 

Sue Barrett 
Newsletter 
Editor 

rsbarpf22@sky.com   

 

 
USEFUL NUMBERS 

 

Canal and River Trust 0303 040 4040 

Canal and River Trust Emergency Number 0800 47 999 47 

24 hr E A Pollution Incident Line    0800 80 70 60 

Swan Sanctuary (Southern England)   01932 240790 

RSPCA Emergency      03001 234 999 

Dumped Trolley Hot Line      01923 201120 

Report a crime in progress in London    Dial 999 or 101 and ask for 
"Operation Kraken". 

 


