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T

his is my first Stort Reporter as editor. But first a big
thank you for all the hard work put in by Sue Barrett
over the past 5 or so years. Sending it out to members
is the easy part, it is the putting together on the page
to make it attractive that takes the time.
I’m sure Sue will soon fill in the extra hours she now
has.
It helps a great deal when members contribute articles,
and looking at past copies, many have done so. I look
forward to receiving your items in future. What may
seem boring to you can be of real interest to others.
The intention is to publish four Stort Reporters each
year, April, July, October and December, in A5 format.
This should make it easier to read in page order on
tablets and particularly phones. The extra print version
will print in correct page order as a booklet.
As did Sue, it will be sent in PDF to minimise your data
usage. Please do not use pdf when you send articles
to me.
Copy please by the middle of March, June etc.
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In this issue

As you can see, the position of
Secretary at the time of writing,
is vacant. Helen says,
‘honestly this is not an onerous
job, simply writing the minutes
for the annual and general
meetings and sending out
notices by e-mail for items
such as outings’.

Page 5 Unclogging
Page 9 Waverley
Page 10 SBC to PLA
Page 12 Sailing barges
Page 14 SBC Facebook

Please have a word with the
Commodore and take another
problem from him. It may well
be that Helen might still buy a
drink for the volunteer.

Page 17 AGM
Page 18 what3words
Page 20 Calendar
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Commodore’s Signal

D

ear members,

These are certainly unprecedented times
for us all, whatever our age or background,
it is unlikely that any of us have been
through a period of time as unsettling or as
uncertain.
While we may all have our own personal anxieties & know
friends & family who may be unwell or self-isolating, we all
have a part to play in making a difference by following public
health advice and helping to support our families & the boating
community.
During these challenging times it has been inspiring to see
community spirit & response of so many including voluntary
groups offering help to the more vulnerable in our society. It is
important however that these activities are coordinated; people
respect each other & avoid inadvertently putting people at risk.
Sadly our events calendar has suffered with our lunches
cancelled till further notice & many boating events either
postponed or cancelled too. Cavalcade is cancelled till next
year & we elected to carry forward our booking fee till 2021 &
hope things have returned to normal by then. Crick Boat Show
has been postponed till later in the year with more to follow
from the organizers in that respect.
At the moment no decision has been taken in respect of Ware
Boat Festival or Bishop’s Stortford Town Carnival but may be
nearer the time.
On a more positive note my thanks to Bob for editing The Stort
Reporter & to everyone who has contributed articles. Please
send any snippets of news or photos you may have to Bob for
inclusion in future issues. I hope you all enjoy reading the first
new edition.
Best wishes & stay safe,
George.
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Toddbrook reservoir, The Balmforth report and a separate
independent report by expert reservoir engineer Dr Andrew
Hughes commissioned earlier by the Trust, identify that serious
hidden design flaws, inherent in the concrete auxiliary spillway
from the time of its installation in 1970, caused its partial collapse
on 1 August 2019 following several days of heavy rainfall. No
questions about its design had been raised until the report
received by the Trust three months prior to the incident which
did not identify an immediate threat to safety, or direct that any
urgent precautionary measures be taken.
Sorwar Ahmed, London Boating Manager and recently Interim
Community Engagement Manager, is to leave C&RT this
March after 7 years with the Trust, to take up a regeneration
role with Haringey council. (See page 5/6)
Lithium
Would you buy a 100 amp lithium battery at a cost of approx
£1100 with a guarantee of 10 years but expected to last up to
20 years? Manufacturer Aceleron says this would be the
equivalent of 2 110 amp lead acid. (£200 or less). A better lead
acid can be cycled about 600 times but must not be discharged
below 50%.Cheaper ones may only be 300 cycles.
Lithium can be cycled up to 5000 times and can be discharged
completely. A 2 hour fast charge is possible.
Lithium batteries at present are not generally recycled as it costs
5 times as much than using new materials.
Does this make electric vehicles environmentaly friendly??
Tim & Pru
Many members since 2014
have enjoyed the laid back
canal exploits of Timothy West
and his wife Prunella Scales.
Tim who is 85 has now said
that there will be no more
programmes due to

Prunellas’ Alzheimer’s.
The series will however
continue with Sheila Hancock
another thespian and Gyles
Brandreth an ex MP.
Pru is remembered by many
for her part in Fawlty Towers.
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Unclogging
Volunteer canoeists from the Whoosh
Explore canoe club on the River Stort
have put their canoes to a novel use –
using them to clear floating pennywort off
the River! The work was carried out by loading mats of the
invasive
floating
weed onto their
canoes and taking it
by river to an area
where it can be
removed.
An
estimated
6-7
tonnes of pennywort
have been dragged
out of the water by hand. The group has now turned its attention
to the back channels that lead into the Stort in an attempt to
control the return of this invasive species that can clog the
waterways.
C&RT Staff changes
Sarah Lee is the region’s new boating & customer service
manager.
With a background in leading and developing health and
wellbeing services throughout central London, she takes on
responsibility for customer service in the region, as well as the
boat licence support team and mooring rangers.
Being a liveaboard boater in London herself, Sarah has first-hand
experience of some of the challenges facing boaters. As well as
enjoying being on and by the waterways, she can also often be
found either kayaking down the peaceful stretch of the Slough
arm or strolling the busier stretch of the Grand Union.
With a fascination for all things wildlife, Sarah finds living on the
boat brings her closer to many different species of birds. She
particularly loves nothing more than waking up each morning to
(Continued on page 6)
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the sound of honking coots and trumpeting swans demanding
their morning oats from the boat’s hatch!
With Sarah’s arrival, Sorwar Ahmed who a number know from
going to Forum meetings moves across to become interim
community engagement manager. He has been in his present
post for nearly 7 years, leading on boating matters in London
and latterly the whole region. We shall miss his friendly face if
he gives these meetings a miss. (Update, see page 4)
Ware Boat Festival 2020
For members who have their boats
moored on the Lee & Stort, this is an
event not to miss. Good food, good
company, and that is without the Saturday
quiz. Delilah is
guaranteed to
put
in
an
appearance.
Book
now
before you find
July 3rd-5th is
suddenly upon us and there is no reserved mooring space left.
The theme this year is: Ware’s Great Book Festival.
IWA member? Your local branch needs a secretary.
Contact Mike Newman. 07887 540398
IWA 75th Anniversary at Worcester
After the hottest ever festival last year at Waltham Abbey, this
year it is to be held at Perdiswell Park on the Worcester &
Birmingham canal over the late Bank Holiday weekend August
29th-31st. Weather at the moment-unknown.
Booking fees for allocated mooring , but entry and car parking
is free..
Photo James Preston
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Local and other News
Having had a number of
Stanstead and Hardmead
Lock closures towards the
end of 2019 (as well as some
locks in London), the end of
January was the opposite,
with Roydon railway bridge
being closed to navigation for
a short while, due to lack of
air draft after excessive
rain!!
Lock Gates
A new type of lock gate
made of both timber and
steel has been installed at
Picketsfield Lock, just west
of Hungerford, on the
Kennet & Avon canal. Canal &
River Trust say this should
last at least 50 years, twice
that of most lock gates.

Broads Fees
Both private and hire craft
on the Broads this year are
having to pay a 2.9% increase
if powered by petrol or
diesel. Un-powered electric
or hybrid will only have a 1%
increase.
True or False?
Does Venice have more miles
of canals than Birmingham?
No.
Although a number of
waterways in Birmingham
have been filled in over the
past years, Birmingham still
has over 100 navigable miles,
many in very green areas.
Venice can only boast of a
mere 26 miles.
Which
are
the
most
interesting
is
another
question.

Member & boat changes
At the AGM, (p 19) a welcome was given to new members
Richard & Mary Walsh (boat Alfie K).
Peter & Valerie Hodges have sold Ruby.
John & Pat Milton have sold Lygean.
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River Canal Rescue
RCR announced at the end of January
that its onsite courses on boat engine &
maintenance and electrics were to end.
RCR is currently restructuring its business - moving its Key
Diesels engine rebuilding division from Burton-on-Trent to
its headquarters in Stafford. Managing director, Stephanie
Horton, explains: "Although our courses are well attended,
the space and resources used to run them can be put to
better use, and with so many other business now offering this
provision, we feel at the moment, we need to concentrate on
more profitable elements of the business.
"We will still be running our bespoke courses for commercial
business partners and for customers/clubs that still want us
to provide training on site, but will no longer be offering
courses at RCR HQ on a monthly basis."
RCR as most members know, is the water equivalent of road
breakdown services. They currently have 3 levels of cover.
RYA China.
The Royal yachting Association now has 6 teaching centres
in China with over 80 qualified Chinese instructors. For the
first time the training is not in English, but in Mandarin.
The RYA now has over 2400 accredited training centres in
58 countries. These centres also generate income for the
RYA which is re-invested in training.
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T

his magnificent craft around Autumn time most years
has a cruise schedule which operates on the R Thames
downstream from Central London. Some members will have
cruised on her.
The Waverley, was built on the R Clyde in 1947, but had to
stop running in May 2019 due to major faults being found in
her time expired boilers. Upgrade to the electric cabling was
also found to be needed.

Photo Waverley Preservation Society

A fund raise was immediately organised, and very soon of the
£2.3m needed for new boilers, towards the end of last year
less than £400k was still to be raised.
The good news this year is that the target has been
exceeded, such that The Paddle Steamer Preservation Trust
have confidence that she will be back in service in 2020, once
again giving enjoyment to many.
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Stort Boat Club Visit to Port of London Authority
A very enjoyable afternoon was spent
with the Port of London Authority (PLA)
by ten club members & two guests on
Saturday 29 February.
The afternoon started meeting up for
coffee & a light lunch at the Thames
Barrier View Café, although the service
was a bit slow we eventually all got fed & watered & proceeded to the
organized venue close by.
After negotiating 100 steps in the building & almost requiring a shot
of oxygen we enjoyed an in
depth presentation by Darren
Knight
Harbour
Master
(Recreational) PLA. During the
presentation Darren covered all
aspects
of
the
PLA
responsibilities which run from
Teddington to the Southern
North Sea. He covered issues
including
safety,
PLA
hydrographic services, which surveys the whole of the 600sq mile area.
The shipping activity, search & rescue, bridge information, tide tables
& port limits to name but a few.
The PLA are actively trying to encourage leisure opportunities on the
river, but emphasized the
importance
of
passage
planning
&
equipment
required to safely navigate
tidal waters.
As custodians of the tidal
Thames everything they do is
designed to ensure that the
river is, & remains at its best.
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Spot the difference

Their mission is to maintain a safe river to support London & the South
East in a wide range of activities at work, rest & play.
Finally we were taken to the
Vehicle Traffic Services control
room where we could see all the
screens & watch the staff manage
the traffic movements on the river
& listen to incoming & outgoing
calls including the half hour traffic
briefing.
We enjoyed the wonderful views
from this vantage point of the
Thames Barrier & the river & were advised plans are in place for the
construction of a second barrier in the future, as the present barrier
has outlived its original time limit having been in service over 30 years.
A very enjoyable afternoon was had by all.
Celia
Pictures by Maggie, George, Bob
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Ware and Bishop’s Stortford Sailing Barges
by member Richard Walsh

The Sailing Barge evolved from the
flat-bottomed punts of the inland rivers
of ancient Britain. As the rivers were
improved the craft themselves were built
ever larger. The wind was a free source
of power and simple square sails were
set on pole masts to improve the
Suitable Regents canal trade efficiency of waterborne transport.
90 tons capacity
These barges, loaded with the feeds,
seeds and produce of the nation’s
agricultural infrastructure, progressively ventured further
afield and eventually to sea, where innovations to their hull
and rig to suit local conditions, led to the evolution of distinct
types around the British coastline.
In East Anglia, this evolution resulted in the Norfolk Wherry,
but the cargo carrying sailing craft that was to numerically
dominate the river and coastal trades was the Thames
Spritsail Sailing Barge. This had a box-like hull with shallow
draft, enabling it to trade far inland, yet was of a design still
suited to cross to the near continent. Its spritsail rig, borrowed
from the Dutch, allowed large tonnage to be transported with
the smallest of crews.
At their peak, the London River, as the Thames is known to
seafarers, and its connecting waterways, played host to some
4,850 spritsail barges on the Official Registers, plus an
estimated additional 2,000 that were never formally recorded.
The last sailing barge to be built, before the recent handful
of replica craft, was the diminutive Lady of the Lea,
constructed of teak and oak by Hyam & Oliver at Rotherhithe
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of the Lea 150
for the War Department’s explosives work Lady
Thames barge match
on the River Lee from Waltham Abbey to
Woolwich Arsenal in 1931, a role unsuited
to the risks of an internal combustion
engine.
Long before then barges were built close to
water anywhere there was space and the
inclination to build them. Western Scotland
seems a long way off for Thames sailing
barge building, but one was Clyde built and named Thistle!
A few came from abroad, but by far the majority were built
on the banks of the Thames, the Kentish rivers and the creeks
of the most broken coast in England - the Essex shore.

The Lee and Stort also played their part in this burgeoning
trade. In 1840s Ware, the Hitch family were long
established as brick-makers, builders and joiners. As part of
the wider family’s interests, Joseph and William Hitch,
father and son, operated the Ware Dockyard in Star Street,
fronting the Lee Navigation just south-east of The Angel
pub and James Hitch had a yard at The Dock, South Road,
Bishop’s Stortford.
Much of Hitch’s output from Ware and Bishop’s Stortford
would have been horse-drawn unregistered dumb barges for
the Rivers Lee and Stort
A dumb barge at Ware
which, when the wind
served, would often set a
rudimentary sprit-rigged
sail
to be continued
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STORT BOAT CLUB FACEBOOK PAGE
You most probably haven’t given any thought as to
who looks after our Stort Boat Club Facebook page,
if at all you knew we had one. Well the answer is I
have been the administrator for the page since its
inception.
Because use of this page continues to wane in use, I
put a question to the floor at the General Meeting in
February 2020 as to whether members still wanted
this page and if not, then was everyone happy if I
closed it down? As we wanted to get all members
opinions, not just those at the meeting, I hope that
through this article others will respond so that we
can decide what is to be done.
There are a couple of options:1. To find someone prepared to take over
the Admin of the page.
2. Due to lack of interest, then I will close
the page down at the end of May 2020.
Please contact me on: rbarrett60@sky.com
Sue Barrett.
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Lock use 2019
Stonebridge
8
Waltham Common 52
Stanstead
67
Roydon
90
Sheering Mill
100

April 2020

5779
2302
1783
1448
1156

The first number is out of 156 locks sampled. The second,
the number of lockages. The busiest was again Hillmorton
paired locks on the North Oxford canal.
The reasons for year to year variations are numerous and
complex. The summer of 2019 was the seventh wettest and
twelfth hottest since 1910. Water shortages led to local
reductions in lockage, which had a significant impact on the
2019 annual lockage for parts of the network.
Volunteer lock keepers worked hard to minimise water
usage as the dry period continued, encouraging the sharing
of locks by boats where possible.
SBC members who moor and cruise away from our local
rivers will have their own stories of restrictions interrupting
their holidays.
The full report link below for more information.
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/original/41295annual-lockage-report-2019.pdf?v=cdabd6
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Do you want cleaner air?
Whatever the time of year, but particularly in the colder
months, what is better than being on your own boat in
front of a lovely wood/coal burning stove?
So how will the new clean air regulations affect boaters?
Some have contacted C&RT concerned that stoves will be
banned following the government announced this week
which said that as part of the clean air strategy, the sale of
wet-wood and smokey coal will come into effect from
February next year (2021).
Let’s clarify. Only the sale of fuels that release higher
levels of PM2.5 particles are being banned, you’ll still be
able to buy seasoned dry wood and smokeless coal - the
ban is only on the sale of these fuels not their use.
So although boaters will still be able to collect dead wood
from the verges, one hopes that all will act in the spirit of
this new law and make sure the wood is dry/dried.
Editor’s query. How and with what do you measure
particles?
Picture courtesy
of C&RT
Spring is just
around the
corner
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T

he Annual and General meeting held in February was
well attended by members who turned out on a
miserable weather evening. The Commodore in his report
gave an upbeat assessment of the club for the future, as well
as mentioning past activities.
Helen Smith our Secretary for a number of years had said
she would stand down at this meeting. She was thanked for
her hard work, which she modestly said wasn’t too hard.
Sadly no one has yet offered to take her place. (Please think
if you could offer, contact Commodore).
Between
the
meetings, a buffet
was enjoyed by all.
See page 2 for
c o m m i t t e e
members
this
coming year.
Although
not
mentioned in the meeting, a thank you should be given to
Celia who gives her support to George.

Lastly there was Good News and Not So Good News.
The Annual subscription fee is reduced to £5.00 per person.
If you havn’t paid this year, please pay Martin now.
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WHAT3WORDS APP FOR SMARTPHONES
What3Words is a smartphone app which gives every 3x3
square metre of the globe a unique three-word code via a
grid system. For example “exit.wakes.outnumber” will take
you to our Community Ecohub in Gamlingay. With every
single corner of the world covered, the emergency services
have been quick to pick up on its usefulness. The
‘what3words' system can work offline when you don't have
a data connection - you only need a GPS signal.
So, how do I use what3words in an emergency? Find the 3
word address for your current location on the free
What3Words app for iOS and Android. Share your 3 word
address over the phone to the emergency call handler.
The emergency service can then coordinate
a response directly to the exact location where help is
needed. For example, during February 2020 four walkers
stranded on Ben Nevis in Scotland used the app to provide
rescuers with details of their location.
This app will be so useful for us as boaters, especially when
we are out and about cruising the system, but it will equally
be useful wherever we may be. You can download the app
by going to: www.what3words.com.
Sue Barrett
Emergency services recommend
Try it. You can always uninstall
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AWCC Annual Outing
25th April 2020
Come and join us for 2
hour trip on IONA, the
River Wey horse boat
Price £15.50 inc Cream Tea C&RT
Followed by skittles +
bangers & burgers by kind
Pay Bob or AWCC a/c:
invitation of Byfleet Boat
60-17-49 13459007
Club
robert@bobbunty.plus.com
***This outing is POSTPONED until a later date***
Please be at Godalming Wharf (by Sainsburys.)latest 1.45pm
(2pm depart) GU7 1LQ. Byfleet Boat Club
KT14 6LE 6pm for BBQ & games.
There is no bar at the club so bring your favourite tipple

Late news, What3Words
Canal & River Trust have now adopted this system.
Download from the App Store or Google Play.
Look up your location to see your three words.
Red Diesel
An article in the April issue of Waterways World ends with
the following paragraph. “The CEO of British Marine says
‘we have been in continuous dialogue with HMRC and we
predict the chance of any surprises for the industry is
remote. The banning of red diesel in the foreseeable future
is unlikely’” Budget news. Full tax payable in 2 years time.
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Lunches at Nags Head
Bishop’s Stortford
ALL LUNCHES
CANCELLED UNTIL
UPDATE FROM
COMMODORE
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A

IWA Cavalcade
Sat-Sun May 2-3
This event cancelled

Crick Boat Show
Sat-Mon May 23-25
Postponed
Bishop’s Stortford
Carnival Cruise &
Dinner
Saturday June 20th

M

2020

Ware Boat Festival
Fri-Mon July 3-5

SBC General
Meeting
Mon October 26

Members asked for alternating days for lunches.
At the moment BS and Ware still on,
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