
1

                      STORT Reporter
                        Newsletter of the Stort Boat Club

 Issue 75–January 2021

www.stortboatclub.co.uk

 What a year!!  All the new words we have learnt;
staycation, Zoom, isolating, social distancing, book a slot
and virtual, to name a few. Also, most of us can now work
things out for ourselves
instead of having to ask a 7
year old!

The last two Stort Reporters
showed tunnels with the light
getting brighter. Now we have
emerged into a storm and not

yet at speed. Like the
yacht in this picture, let us

hope for better
times ahead.

 Then treat yourself

The editor & Bunty wish you all well this New Year and
throughout 2021.

Brownsea Island.
Dorset. Photo Bob.
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Commodore’s Signal
Dear Members,

I hope everyone is still keeping safe
and well and coping with the COVID
restrictions. Sadly we have now gone
into Tier 4 which  was inevitable given
the way the virus has ramped up in the South East.
However we must all continue do our bit to try and
contain this virus and like many, look forward to better
times in 2021.

My contributing view to the IWA Lee & Stort branch
committee in answer to the question, should we plan
for Ware Boat Festival in 2021, was yes we should. It
is easy enough to follow previous plan models and
adapt as required, at least we will be ready if
circumstances permit.

Similarly Bishop's Stortford Town Council are pulling
initial thoughts together for Carnival on 19th June 2021
which will of course include the now customary Carnival
Cruise, more detail to follow in due course. My thanks
to Mike Moore for keeping us updated periodically with
messages about Cavalcade and I really do hope we
can look forward to that event, even if it is adapted to
fit the circumstances at the time.

Waterside Stortford have a number of potential projects
for the River Stort within its catchment area, and in
conjunction with CRT, EA, Woosh Canoes and other

mailto:martinfidler@btinternet.com
mailto:mike.newman2@btinternet.com


Stort Reporter                                     January  2021

4

interested parties, are looking to coordinate the joint
effort to address the problem of Himalayan Balsam.
Some members are already aware and have made
suggestions. Their continued contributions are most
welcome. Naturally boat clubs will be consultees and
will be invited to contribute when the wider plan of
campaign is ready to be rolled out.

I am still working with Sandile Mthiyane, CRT Manager
Lea & Stort, on various improvement ideas where
possible and can report CRT have trained staff in pole
cutting. They will now be deployed in cutting
overhanging vegetation from the bank side thus
reducing the dependency upon Fountains to do
everything.

By the time you read this Christmas will have passed,
but I hope you all had an enjoyable time as possible
and I would like to take this opportunity of wishing all
members a Happy & Healthy New Year.

Stay Safe everyone.

Best wishes,

George.
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In the Autumn edition of the IWA Newsletter, Lee & Stort branch,
is an article from Lorraine Newman about her work with the
Waterways Chaplaincy and how they help boaters  with some of
the problems associated with living on a boat.**See p 18.
Volunteering in the UK is very high with many joining an
organisation. Waterways based is the BCF which individuals can
join. A quote from their leaflet.

The Boaters' Christian Fellowship is a group of Christians who
appreciate the Inland Waterways. We are from all

denominations, and we only ask that members support our aims.
The BCF was founded in 1995  and now has over 600 members
(individuals, couples and families), with approximately 350
privately owned boats between them. However, owning a boat
is not a condition of membership. Some members hire, some
live near a canal, some  crew on other members' boats - and
some even live abroad!
If you share our love for the Inland Waterways and our Lord, then
you are eligible to join the BCF. Although we are spread
throughout the country we try to make it possible for members
to get together. We have an annual Fellowship weekend and our
AGM is another good time to meet up.  Every two years we hold
a Spring gathering - a chance to meet up before the start of the
main cruising season. Plus boaters meet up informally as they
cruise the system and have ad-hoc get-togethers.

We are corporate members of the IWA (Inland Waterways
Association) and AWCC (Association of Waterways Cruising

Clubs). We are also a registered charity.
www.boaterschristianfellowship.org.uki
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You may have seen this notice from

Paddington Arm (Grand Union Canal)
Location: Mooring Suspension of 2 births outside of St

Marys Hospital, Paddington Arm

Was the spelling deliberate? No, a few days later it was
re-sent.

Location: Mooring Suspension of 2 berths outside of St
Mary's Hospital, Paddington Arm

Short Quiz
1. What is the best-selling Christmas song of all time?

2. How many gifts in total were given in The Twelve Days
of Christmas?

3. What did the other reindeer not let Rudolph do because
of his shiny red nose?

4. What is the name of the last ghost that visits Scrooge
in A Christmas Carol?

5. Which ocean is Christmas Island in?

White Christmas by Bing Crosby
364
Join in any reindeer games
The Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come
Indian
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Tintagel cruising to Milton Keynes Festival 2002

Maggie at helm

Fishery Inn

Hemel

Bulbourne

as it used to be
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The Royal Gunpowder Mills
The IWA Great Ouse Branch had welcomed Richard Thomas (an old
friend of the Stort Boat Club), for a talk about the Royal Gunpowder
Mills at Waltham Abbey’. He traced the history of explosives from the
invention of gunpowder by the Chinese in the 9th century, right through
to modern times.  The function of a gunpowder mill is to gently mix
the three components, charcoal, sulphur and saltpetre together in a safe
and effective manner.   It is an inherently dangerous process.
The Royal Gunpowder Mills occupy an area of the Lea Valley where
the river divides into four channels, two of which were man-made in
ancient times.  An ideal site for production of explosives on an industrial
scale due to an ample supply of water and ready access to the London

Docks and Woolwich
Arsenal along the newly
improved Lee Navigation.
The first reference to the
production of gunpowder
can be found in 1665 when
the parish records state that
‘two men were killed by a
powder mill’.
The establishment grew
rapidly until there was
eventually a total of

thirteen mills on site.  In 1787,  the Government took them over, paying
the owner William Walton the sum of £10,000, equivalent to over £1
million today.  Major General Sir Walter Congreve (father of the rocket
pioneer) spent the next two years improving the Mills.  From this time
all the explosives produced at Waltham Abbey were for military use.
Processes used were continually updated over 200 years  with the
introduction of hydraulic presses and eventually steam power.
Due to the dangers involved when manufacturing explosives, the
various processes were housed in separate buildings around the site,
some being protected by huge brick-built blast walls.  Materials were
initially transported on site by hand cart. However, as the volume of
powder produced increased, a canal system was gradually developed

Press house
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operating on three levels, joined by two conventional mitre-gated locks.
Short narrowboats, built entirely of wood with no ferrous components
were bow-hauled around the system.   In the 1850’s a railway was built
using wooden trucks pushed by hand along wooden rails.  By 1917,
small battery-powered electric tractors had replaced manual labour.
Finally, a complex narrow-gauge railway system was built that
connected the production buildings over the whole 2½ mile long site
using diesel-engine locomotives.
The discovery of guncotton and nitro-glycerine in 1856 virtually
put an end to gunpowder manufacture. Processes on site were turned
over to making Cordite,  and this continued to be the propellant used
for bullets and shells until the mid-20th century.  Scientists at Waltham
Abbey developed other explosives such as RDX and Torpex.  Torpex
was used in Barnes Wallace’s bouncing bomb which was tested in a
pool on site.  From 1945
onwards the site became a
research establishment for
the development of rocket
fuels.   finally closing in
1991.
Today, 170 acres of the
northern section,
incorporating 21 listed
buildings has been
preserved as part of The
European Route of
Industrial Heritage. The site has become a popular visitor attraction
offering exhibitions, talks, children’s activities and escorted tours, but
receives  little public subsidy. It relies heavily upon volunteers to carry
out archaeological and restoration work.  Richard has been actively
involved with the project for many years. The Waterway Recovery
Group have held a family canal camp working on one of the two
remaining semi-derelict locks.

Visiting the site can be found at ‘www.royalgunpowdermills.com’.
Keith Alderton

1878 lock
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Toddbrook Reservoir, although
stabilised, is to be redesigned.
Cost estimated at £8-10M with
completion in 2023. A specialist
has been appointed by C&RT to
oversee all 72 reservoirs it is
responsible for.

Horse Power.
One of the last Horse Drawn boats
has ceased operation. Based at
Godalming on the R Wey, the
owner said that last year they had
often received abuse and
impatience from walkers, joggers,
cyclists and paddle boarders. The
final straw was the condition of
the bank, making it dangerous for
the horse.
Iona has joined another horse
drawn operation on the Grand
Western Canal, Tiverton.
Under another name, Iona built
in 1935, was the star craft in the
film ‘The Bargee’.
So ends horse boating on the Wey
since 1985.

Battery Power.
A 6hp, 10hp or 20hp outboard
with a difference. The new Barrus
Shire is battery powered. From
£2849 you get everything except
the batteries. Like most, if not all

electric boat motors, they are
48volt.
Barrus, who claim their diesels
are the power source for at least
30% of inland waterway craft, are
also collaborating with two other
companies in producing hydrogen
fuel cells with zero emissions.

Mancetter Marina on the
Warwickshire ring is a new 60-
berth marina located on the
Coventry Canal. Constructed
during the Covid-19 lock-down, it
opened in November.
The Marina has been developed
to help attract and preserve local
ecosystems and wildlife.
Essentials such as toilets, showers
and service areas are included,
also extras such as WiFi, laundry,
CCTV, gated access and storage.

A true story.
Two 40ft narrowboats entered a
tunnel, one from each end. They
approached each other near the
middle.
What happened next?

Answer on page 19.

Clue. It was Barnton tunnel on the
Trent & Mersey Canal
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Thames visitor sites.
The EA have, as from October, appointed a car parking firm to oversee
and manage the R Thames moorings. 24hrs free, 48hrs £5.00, 72 hrs
maximum £10.00. The annoying part is you still have to notify them
you have arrived, even for the free 24 hours. Phone, text etc.
The Thames organisations are not happy as they feel EA have not
listened to their earlier complaints and have therefore made
representations to them. Non compliance could mean an invoice for
£150.00.
Car park firm. Is this why at Hampton Court and Kingston we have ‘P’
signs instead of ‘M’?.
C&RT licence increase.
From April 1st (genuine not an
April Fool) licence fees will
increase by 2%. For any craft over
7ft 1in there will also be an
additional 5%.

Beaver.
Clearwater Boats have purchased
the rights and moulds for the
Wilderness Beaver 23.
Production started in November
after a gap of 7 years, with a price

tag around £38000.00 Gold range
or £35000.00 Silver range.
For this you get everything for an
instant cruise including a 10hp
outboard.
Now you have a choice. Petrol
outboard or upgrade to an
electric one complete with solar
panels etc.
Needless to say the interior has
also been upgraded.
They hope to be at Crick 2021.

Braunston Bridge.
Although C&RT say they are
committed to completing the
replacement of the footbridge
over one of the marina entrances,
they also say another £150k will
be required on top of the
generous legacy of £164k.

(Continued on page 12)
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It is promised to be finished in
time for the Historic Narrowboat
Show in 2021.

Marina administration.
Brinklow Marina on the N Oxford
Canal near Rugby has been put
into administration. Criticism
regarding repairs, lack of invoices
and receipts for monies paid,
have led to the present situation.
No one has been able to contact
the owners. It is on sale freehold
for £1m.

DHL.
Operated by Thames Clippers, the
service starts at Wandsworth
each day at 7.30am.
Electric vehicle to Wandsworth,
boat to central London (Bankside
Pier nr Millenium Bridge) and
then bicycle for the final mile.

2021 & counting.
A census of people in England &
Wales has been taking place for
almost 200 years, usually at 10
year intervals.
March 2021 will probably be the
last in its current form, future
ones being collated from other
government data bases.
What about if you live on a boat
with no registered address? New
census officers will try and
identify and deliver.
Although overall results should be
available within 12 months, you
will have to be patient to be able
to see personal records, 100 years

(Continued from page 11)
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Updates from Mike Newman.

Work on the new Victoria Cut
bridge is well underway, so

should be ready  before July for
hopefully, the Ware Festival.

       Contractors are using the
visitor moorings by the Town

Bridge for material storage. It is
cordoned off from public access.

The footbridge at Tumbling Bay is also being replaced.

RYA Dinghy Show.
The 2021 show, February 27th-
28th should have been the first at
the new Farnborough exhibition
centre. Instead it will be a virtual
show over the same dates, as
most of the 100 interested
exhibitors  were of this opinion.

Whilton Marina at the bottom of
the Buckby Lock flight on the G.U.
Is celebrating it’s Golden Jubilee
in May 2021.

A section of the R Stort  by Harlow
Mill has been awarded a Green

Flag Award by the Keep Britain
Tidy Group.

Milton Keynes.
Out of sight, out of mind is still
the attitude of many people  who
still think the canal is a rubbish
tip.
A ‘clean up’  in October by the
local IWA branch, netted over
four tonnes of rubbish, mainly
metal, most of which was not
shopping trolleys.
The rubbish on many of our
streets shows the same attitude.
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Photo James Preston

NAVIGATING THE RIBBLE LINK & SAVICK BROOK
Mimi Alderman with help from Richard.

This trip is a must do... We have been several times and it's well
worth it just to spend time on the beautiful 41 mile lock free
Lancaster Canal and perhaps take the 6 locks down to the time
warped Glasson Docks with its famous Smoke House. A few
weeks on the canal and you can get buses into the Lake District
or go to Blackpool and many more places of interest.  Explore
and you won't get bored.

The Millennium Ribble Link is a new linear water park and
navigation which links the once-isolated Lancaster Canal in
Lancashire to the River Ribble and the rest of the canals on the
waterways network . It was completed and opened in July
2002.and was the first new navigation to be built in England since
the Manchester Ship Canal in the 19th Century (we've done this
too). It may not be the simplest of journeys, but it is well worth
the effort.  The overall journey is about 5 hours.

The River Douglas and River Ribble are
tidal and deep in places, thus it is
mandatory that life jackets are worn by all
people and animals on board.  It is
recommended that the following equipment
be carried as a minimum and used as
appropriate:  An anchor, chain and rope
(minimum 30 metres), mobile phone
(essential) plus VHF (optional).  You do need to book your
passage with C&RT at Wigan and it's best to do this early to
avoid disappointment.  The Savick Brook is in part also tidal.
Check with C&RT for current info. when planning to go.

Where does it all start?  Going through Town End Swing Bridge
in Tarleton the visitor moorings are on the left, just beyond the
bridge. From here you can walk along to the the lock keeper to
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let him know you have arrived.  Boaters heading for the Ribble
Link usually stay here until shortly before the time they have been
allotted by the lock keeper for departing. He will give you a
skippers navigation map and tell you what to look out for.

If you are here overnight, it's a short walk into town where there
are shops, restaurants and pubs.  The lock is not useable until
the tidal River Douglas is high enough for the boats to pass over
the lower cill.  The lock keeper will keep you informed as to when
to expect to move on the 600 yards or so towards the lock where
you need to hover until you are allowed in, usually in pairs.

Once in the lock, it will take you down to the River Douglas which
is a fast flowing river coming in from the right. You need to exit
the lock at speed to keep control and avoid being pushed over
to the side (same on return journey).  You will need to keep an
eye out for logs and other debris heading towards you as the tide
is normally still coming in. The views are beautiful, with sloping
banks, cows and grazing sheep
watching the world go by.

After about 5 miles cruising the
River Douglas you will see the
Ribble. To  port is the estuary and
the Irish sea (not a good idea to
take that route) and to starboard is
our turning, but you must keep left
of the Asland Lamp and marker post before turning right. You
then navigate the Ribble Link to join the Lancaster Canal near
Preston. Asland is the old name for the River Douglas.

You need a fairly fast boat because if boaters miss the Savick
Brook because they are too slow, or the tide is against them,
they have to continue on to Preston Dock for which there is an
overnight fee and try again next day.

Savick Brook  rt
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The Millennium Ribble Link to the Lancaster Canal really begins
at the Savick Brook, although  the majority of boaters associate
the crossing of the River Douglas and River Ribble as part of the
"Link" experience. It is an exciting journey. Due to the tides and
the fact that the Savick brook is very narrow they only let boats
go one way and the opposite on another day.
The estuary is a lot wider than the River Douglas and can be a
tad daunting for some but usually you don't see many other
boats.  Ok, it can be a little
rough but if it's that bad they
won't let you out.

The Savick Brook entrance is
controlled with traffic lights and
hopefully will be green if C&RT
have made your passage
easy. It is important that you
follow their instructions.
Tarleton, Rivers Douglas and
Ribble to Savick Brook - approximately 2¼  hours, 8.11 miles, 1
lock
A notice on your left will identify the Savick Brook where you
proceed to the 2 mile perch and the entrance to the Link.  Note,
in bright sun the green traffic light can be difficult to see.  After
entering Savick Brook you have to wait together on a pontoon

for the levels to lower so
you can get under Savick
Bridge.  It is a rather short
pontoon so the front boats
must move right up and
moor in abreast (4 of us
abreast) then keeping in
pairs continue as per
instructions from the staff.
The Savick Brook has
extremely sharp 90 degree

Inset. Asland lamp

waiting
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bends and can be very shallow with
reeds growing high on both sides.
We often go aground, having 3ft
draught, and have occasionally had
to be hauled off, which is a good
reason to have a travelling
companion.  I have often likened the
trip to being on the African Queen
in the jungle.

Look out for golf balls.  Yes, there is
a course by the brook and balls often
coming whizzing your way.  I've
even seen a buggy in the brook and
wondered if the driver lost control or
was it an act of vandalism?
There are a total of 9 locks and often
the lock keepers will be there for you.
If not for all, the first and the last 3.
You may find it difficult to get off the boat in some places.

Eventually you come to the first of
the final 3 locks staircase.  The left
turn for the first lock is so tight that
unless you are extremely short, you
will have bear to the right into a rather
overgrown little basin and back your
stern into the lock and go up the final
3 in reverse which feels rather odd.
At the top is a fairly large basin with

the exit to the Lancaster canal to the right. From here you can
turn right towards Preston which isn't very far, or turn left which
will take you towards Lancaster and the end of navigation at
Tewitfield beside the M6.
Navigation originally went as far as Kendal, another 14 miles,
before the M6 was built.   Richard has actually walked all of this
non-navigable part of the canal (some has no water due to being
severed) and I have walked part of it.

reverse & go uip backwards
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A message from C&RT.
With the arrival of the dark and cold winter
days, support that the chaplains give is more
important than ever. So, we’re asking you to donate to the
Waterways Chaplaincy charity and help support fellow boaters
in challenging circumstances.
Although they receive grants from several Trusts and
Foundations, they also require public donations. Your donation
will help cover the chaplains’ training, assistance and travelling
costs, so they can continue to support boaters who are isolated
and challenged by this crisis. We are committed to match any
donations, up to a total value of £10,000. This year alone, the
chaplains have provided over 5,400 volunteer hours and
supported more than 2,400 people at a time when they need it
the most.

Southampton Boat Show is back for its
52nd year in 2021.

September 10th-19th.

The University Boat Race will
be rowed on the Gt Ouse in Ely
on Sunday April 4th. 2021.

Not on the Thames as normally.

The first Oxford-Cambridge
University Boat Race was in
1829 and is now one of the
world’s oldest and most
famous amateur sporting
events.  2021 will see the 166th
Men’s Boat Race and the 75th
Women’s Boat Race.

To look forward to in 2021.

Ware
Festival

Canal
Cavalcade

Crick



Stort Reporter                                     January  2021

19

It appears they did not slow down to walking pace so became tightly
jammed and would not move apart. The emergency services
rescued the boaters and a dog with fortunately no casualties.

Book to Pass.
Standedge Tunnel, Thames Lock, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
and the Liverpool Link have been bookable on line for some
while. Now virtually all the other C&RT passages may be booked
on line, including a passage through a 2 way tunnel if you have
a wide beam craft. Telephone booking is still available.

The annual Boater’s Report for 2019/2020 shows a £6.1m
income increase.

Royal Mail.
From January 2021 increase in postage rates.
Letter 2nd class  up 1p to 66p.
Letter 1st  class  up 9p to 85p

Letter large 1st class up 14p to £1.29

Buy stamps now at old price for uk only.

Treasurer
needed for

2021
Contact

Commodore
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Canal & River Trust. Work completed or in hand
Winter 2020/21.

Grand Union.
Working on an urgent stoppage, to reduce
leakage, at Lock 10, Long Buckby Lock. We found

that the cill and surrounding
concrete on the lower gate
were in much worse condition
than expected so we took the
opportunity to replace the cill
and concrete to reduce the risk
of having to do further repairs next year.

Lee Navigation.
Replacing the top and bottom gates of Lock
9 Cheshunt Lock on the Lee Navigation.

Thank you to C&RT for photos. See their
website for full network list.

Part of Richard Parry’s message.

As we eagerly anticipate the slow roll-out of the Covid-19
vaccination programme, we can begin to turn our thoughts to
2021 with cautious optimism that, in the
year ahead, society might gradually
return to something closer to normal –
and hopefully boating can resume its
normal pattern too.

I’d like to offer seasonal greetings to all
our boaters and the very best for 2021

Before

After


