STORT  BOAT  CLUB
Minutes of the General Meeting held on Monday 30 October 2006 at The New Inn, Roydon from 8 pm.

Present:

Commodore – Bob Dunkley

Sue Barrett – Cruising Coordinator




Treasurer – Colin Porter

Robbie Barrett – Committee

Members

21 members present

Apologies

Sue & Andy Higgs, Graham & Pauline Riley, Maggie & Graham




Smith, Mick and Marie Clark.

Bob extended a warm welcome to everyone present and was especially pleased to see a number of new members in the audience.  

1.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Saturday 29 April 2006 were accepted.

2.
Commodore’s Report
The Commodore reminded everyone of the benefits of the Club being a member of the Association of Waterways Cruising Clubs (AWCC) and explained to new members the various items for sale including the AWCC handbook.
Following a repeat article of flag etiquette in the current newsletter, Bob wished to encourage correct flag observance within the Club.

The Commodore mentioned that when moored up if the tiller pin is left in the tiller arm (with or without the tiller bar) it shows you are at home and are ‘open’ for visitors. 

Due to the diminishing number of good mooring sites, Bob asked members to be considerate when mooring up ie mooring sensibly to leave room for other people and not leave huge gaps. 
Recently a cruiser was sunk near Roydon Lock due to a mobile unit raising and leaving sluice gates open on the pound between Roydon and Hunsdon Locks.  The water level went down so much the boat keeled over in the middle of the night and sunk with crew on board..   The meeting agreed the Secretary should send a letter to BW expressing our concern over this incident. 
3.
BW Report

River Lee – Hertford Lock paddle gear – cog broken on towpath side.  Repair in hand but in the meantime, gear to be swapped with offside top paddle to allow the towpath side to fully operate.
The seat at Hertford Lock has been reinstalled.

All bridge plaques have been installed.

Stanstead Lock bottom towpath gate – Andy Downie advised Bob the gate has been hit by a boat which is why it is difficult to close when fully open.  In addition, BW intends to put a set of cranked beams onto the top gates at Stanstead Lock to allow easier access.
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River Stort – Dredging between Tednambury and Feakes Lock currently under way. 
Improvements to the towpath between Roydon and Hunsdon Locks have commenced.  A second phase between Parndon and Burnt Mill Locks will be done in the next financial year.

Brick lock - bottom offside paddle – a grill was placed over the culvert to stop rubbish but it appears the culvert was never cleared when the grill was installed.

Sheering Mill lock bottom gates - leaking badly and difficult to open top gates.  Unsatisfactory temporary repair. Repairs to be included in next year’s stoppage programme.
Hunsdon lock – upper offside paddle.  Culvert has collapsed and will need rebuilding.

Southmill lock – lower landing stage retaining wall is to be rebuilt and the upper landing stage improved.

Bishop’s Stortford sanitary station interior to be freshened up.   Pump out facility installed and working. 
Visitor moorings in Bishop’s Stortford have been cleared and tidying up will continue to Hockerill Bridge (including cutting down trees).  A proper sloping surface with more steps and handrails to be installed.

The possibility of extending the Stort Navigation into the park is not gaining EA support.  To extend could require a shallow lock because if upper pound is dredged, boats would be below ground level. 

4.
Treasurer’s Report

Colin reported total funds at start of year = £752.00 and currently = £885.97. 

5.
Secretary’s Report
On behalf of Sue Higgs, Sue Barrett reported that Sue H had written to Andy Beale about the “non continuous” continuous cruisers accumulating at the bottom of the River Stort by Lower Lock.  Sue H. is waiting for a reply. 

Sue announced details of a joint conference in Birmingham on Friday 17 November for Exploring the Heritage Lottery Fund’s strategic aims.  Members to contact Sue B if they wish to attend.  
6.
Cruising Coordinator’s Report
Sue B gave a resume of the successful events held throughout 2006 and thanked everyone for attending.  Banny and Sue were thanked for organizing the Sawbridgeworth treasure hunt at Easter and being the café afterwards. 

Still to come – Bonfire Night cruise to Roydon 4/5 Nov and Christmas Dinner at the Salisbury Hotel, Hertford on Saturday 9 December.  Not too late to book for Xmas. Contact Sue B on 01799 516590 asap.  New Year’s Eve party – Possibility of hiring a boat from the Canal Boat Project – more details to come.
Cancelled – The Boxing Day cruise to Ware.
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Copies of the proposed programme for 2007 were handed out.  We hope to do a lot more ‘long-term’ cruising next year.  In addition, a trip to the Falkirk Wheel and Royal Yacht Britannia during the Easter holidays is planned.  Members who have not already expressed an interest should contact Sue Barrett asap.
7.
BW User Group Meeting

Rammey Marsh lock bridge – repairs to be carried out in 2007.


Roydon to Harlow regeneration of towpath – complete by spring 2007.


City Road Basin – New housing now under construction.


Bulls Bridge – new electrical services installed. 


Hazelmere Marina – refurbishment of pontoons and new electric supply installed.


Enforcement in London area – between July–Sept 06 licence evasion has decreased by 7.8%.  Since January 2006 BWL has issued 64 Section 8 Notices and 17 craft have been seized as a result. 

Over the course of the year the live aboard procedure has been started against 17 customers who have failed to obtain a licence and/or mooring permit, whilst 9 were carried over from 2005.  As a direct result 9 have become licensed, 5 craft were abandoned and subsequently moved under the Section 8 procedure and 2 have been required to move from BWL water following successful court action, one of which was seized by BW at the beginning of October 2006.  Currently there are 10 active live aboard files, of which 3 are expected to be heard at court this year.  

New Businesses - a new luxuriously-appointed restaurant boat has been set up in Harlow offering private charter cruises along the River Stort.  The operator specializes in Far Eastern cuisine and will run a variety of special cruises to local attractions.

Bishop’s Stortford - BW is looking for an operator to run a new trip boat along the River Stort Navigation in Bishop’s Stortford, as part of an initiative to regenerate the town’s riverside.  The new boat, together with new homes and restaurants planned for the area, will help to bring the river to life and improve access for local people on and around the water.  The trip boat will be given a dedicated mooring space next to Jackson Square.

8.
Newsletter
In the absence of the Newsletter Editor Graham Riley, the Commodore confirmed Issue number 30 had recently been sent to all members.

9.
Clothing
Further information will be available at the AGM.

10.
Save Our Waterways Campaign
John Shacklock, IWA Secretary of the Lee and Stort Branch spoke about the Campaign which IWA are fully supportive of.  He confirmed a number of canal/river blockages will be taking place on Saturday 25 November including Ware and one in Sydney, Australia.
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John confirmed 107 Members of Parliament had signed the Early Day Motion and more were expected. 

Members present confirming their attendance included:  Tara Rose, Ammonite + Coracle, Combs Lass, The Rosary, Axe, Jays Nest, Dunkleys of the Folly, Cornmill .

John confirmed various boat clubs, angling clubs, cyclists, ramblers, local authorities and dignitaries will be invited to attend. 

John stressed attendance can be by boat or car and asked members to prepare placards and to decorate boats, etc. 

10.
Any Other Business
The next AWCC social event will be on 11 November at West London Motor Yacht Club.

Boat Safety Examiner – Chris Pengilley has been recommended by the Commodore.  Chris charges £100.00 whereas LVRPA charge £150.00.   Chris Pengilley’s phone number - available from the Commodore. 
Bob was pleased to confirm the tidal lock opening proposals made by BW for Bow, Thames and Limehouse Locks have not been accepted.   Hours of availability for all three locks will remain 5 am – 10 pm by appointment out of normal working hours.  All existing telephone numbers will also remain the same.

If any members wish to stock up with Fortron, Bob has a supply @ £8 per bottle.

Cliff Butterworth, one of our new members, advised the meeting that he is trying to arrange a VHF radio course as he has found an instructor from Stanborough Lakes, WGC.  Anyone interested in adding their name to the list, should contact Bob or one of the Committee.   Ron Hodgson confirmed he would obtain an up-to-date list of RYA approved VHF Instructors.
Canoe Club Races – Sunday 5 November – Bishop’s Stortford to Sawbridgeworth.

Saturday 18 November around Cheshunt and in February 07 Leeside, Hackney. 

On Friday 1 December Ware Town will again be holding their Dickensian Evening.  An illuminated boat parade organized by local boaters will be taking place from 7 pm.  Anyone wishing to join in should let either Cliff Butterworth (NB Axe) or Mick Clark (NB Illusions) know. 
11.
Date of Next Meeting
AGM and General Meeting to be held on Monday 26 February 2007 at The New Inn Pub, Roydon from 8 pm sharp.
